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124 The Hebrew Student. 

over supported by the concluding words of the same Psalm 42, and the next one, Ps* 
43. In the foregoing the correctness of the Massoretic text as to the consonants 
has been pre-supposed ; but in regard to the letters too, emendations in several 
passages are fully justified. B. F, 

[The answers to Numbers 21 and 22 are held over to the next number. — Ed.] 
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[All publications received, which relate directly or indirectly to the Old Testament,, 
will be promptly noticed under this head. Attention will not be confined to new books; 
but notices will be given, so far as possible, of such old books, in this department of study, 
as may be of general interest to pastors and students.] 



ARYO SEMITIC SPEECH* 



Is there a relationship between the Aryan or Indo-European languages, and 
the Semitic ? If a relationship exists, can it be demonstrated ? What is to be 
regarded as the criterion of relationship ? These are fundamental questions in 
the science of language. To be sure many eminent philologists maintain that all 
discussion of these questions must prove fruitless, but this is by no means certain. 
As our author says, "the field should not be abandoned until inquiry should be 
proved to be a search for the undiscoverable, or, in other words, until true scien- 
tific methods should be proved to be unavailing." The history of the treatment of 
this subject furnishes, we feel assured, the explanation of its present disrepute. 
Perhaps no question in the whole domain of the science of language has been made 
so ridiculous in the hands of those engaged in its study. The view that Hebrew 
is the parent of all other languages we ourselves have heard defended by learned 
divines. The author gives us briefly but clearly the various views held upon this- 
subject. The theories of Bopp, Lepsius, Gesenius, Fiirst, Franz Delitzsch, Ewald v 
Meier, Rudolf von Raumer, Ascoli, Friedrich Delitzsch and Grill are taken up and 
criticised in turn. It is interesting to note that besides the names just mentioned,, 
the following scholars favor the doctrine of the possibility of a relationship : 
Eugene Burnouf, Max Miiller, Pictet and Steinthal. The most pronounced 
opponents of this view are Pott, Schleicher, Renan, Friedrich Miiller, and Sayce. 
The second chapter of the volume discusses the criteria of relationship, ''sounds, 
structural principles, and the contents of the vocabulary," while in the third chap- 
ter the Aryan and Semitic alphabets are reduced to their primary limits, and the 
result of the investigation is given in the form of a list of Proto- Aryan and Proto- 
Semitic consonants. The fourth chapter is occupied with that most interesting 
question, the formation of roots. Thirf of course includes a discussion of the pecu- 
liar "biliterality" of Semitic roots. Concluding this chapter with a "scheme of 
possible and actual root-forms in Proto-Aryan and in Proto-Semitic," he proceeds 

'Aryo-Semttic Speech: A studv in Linguistic Archaeology, by James Frederick McCurdy. 
Andover, Mass. : W. F. Draper, pp. 176. Price $2.10. 
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to the work for which everything up to this point has been preparatory, viz., ike 
Comparison of Roots. Comparison is made of the words relating to Q) fire of which 
there are four distinct groups, (2) shiningdive groups.) (3) cutting or separating 
(ten groups), (4) rubbing and bruising (five groups), (5) uniting, (6) stretching or ex- 
tending (four groups) (7) bending or curving (three groups), (8) movement (9) posi- 
tion, (10) shutting, (11) guarding against, or fearing, (12) binding, (13) crushing, 
(14) carving or graving, (15) piercing, (16) wetting or pouring out, (17) being cold, 
(18) thinking, (19) knowing, (20) being, existing. The nouns meaning horn, field 
and ttu'rae are also compared. This hasty and very imperfect summary of the con- 
tents will indicate the character of the book. There is nothing "fanciful" in the 
investigation. It contains speculations of course, but only those which may be 
called legitimate. The method pursued is a strictly scientific one. The subject- 
matter is far from being "dry." There is a life and vivacity in the treatment 
throughout. It is a scholarly discussion of an important subject, and merits the 
attention of every student of language. 



OUTLINES OF HEBREW SYNTAX. 



It is claimed in the introduction to this volume, and the claim is a well- 
grounded one, that there is in existence no good manual of Hebrew Syntax. 
Ewald's large work, while valuable as a book of reference, has none of the qualities 
which would fit it to be a text-book. Of Gesenius Dr. Miiller says : "Hitherto 
there has been in Germany but one book of a character at once scientific and prac- 
tical, the Grammar of Gesenius, and not without good reason it has continued to 
be a standard work for three generations. Of course it could not in all points 
retain its original shape. But Roediger was so successful in remoulding it to meet 
the requirements of the times that it reached under his editorship, its twenty-first 
edition. Nor can it be said that the twenty-second edition, entirely re-cast and 
re-edited by Kautzsch, fails in any respect to bring the book in all its details up to 
date, on the contrary, the book is as useful as ever, and more correct than in any 
former edition. Practical reasons have, however, continued to prevail in this new 
edition to such an extent that the arrangement of the matter and grouping of de- 
tails, as well as the whole grammatical system have been retained from the former 
editions. Thus the book still exhibits the old grammatical system of the beginning 
of the century, a system exploded by Ewald and others fifty years ago, and now 
almost forgotten by a new generation trained in the principles of comparative 
philology." This is a very sweeping statement, and is probably an over-statement 
of the case. It is true, however, that the arrangement of Gesenius' grammar is far 
from being perfect, and that in this particular the volume before us is superior. 
It is, without a doubt, more scientific than Gesenius. A text-book can be thor- 
oughly tested only by class-room use. It may seem upon examination to be well 
adapted to the uses for which it was intended, while in actual practice it will fail. 



*OutHnes of Hebrew Syntax; by Dr. August Miiller, Professor of Oriental Languages in the 
University of Halle. Translated and edited by James Robertson, M. A., D. D., Professor of 
-Oriental Languages In the University of Glasgow. Glasgow: James Maclehose & Sons., St 
Vincent Street. 5^x6., pp. 153. Price $2.50. [Copies may be ordered through The Hebrew 

.Book Exchange.] 



